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11 February 2011 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

I am joined in my letter to you this month by Marek Kowalski, Chair of the World Allergy Week Steering 

Committee, to share with you that WAO will be launching an annual World Allergy Week, based on 

feedback from WAO Member Societies over recent years. 

 

WAO is proposing to designate the week of 4th-10th April 2011 as World Allergy Week 2011 to widely 

disseminate the message of Allergy as a Global Public Health Concern. We encourage WAO Member 

Societies to collaborate in a global effort to highlight the needs of patients with allergic and 

immunologic diseases and asthma, provide information about the prevalence of these disorders, and 

explain the need for enhanced education and patient care services. World Allergy Week is not intended 

to replace national allergy days or local activities that are planned in your country at other times during 

the year.  

 

This year’s proposed focus, Allergy as a Global Public Health Concern, will benefit your Member 

Society, national allergy community and the allergy community worldwide, by promoting the need for 

increased training for physicians at all levels of the medical profession who see patients with allergic 

and immunologic diseases and asthma. The WAO White Book on Allergy, edited by WAO President-Elect, 

Ruby Pawankar, and colleagues, contains chapters on various allergic diseases and individual reports 

contributed by many Member Societies. We hope that the book will serve as a major source of 

information to be disseminated through World Allergy Week 2011 activities. 

 

As in the past several years for World Allergy Day, WAO will again create for Member Societies a 

number of online materials on the theme of Allergy as a Global Public Health Concern, including a 

news release that WAO will distribute to international media outlets, informational slide sets, and a 

brief presentation by the WAO President to be posted on the WAO website.  No funding is available to 

support World Allergy Week 2011 promotions: so WAO recommends activities that can be organized at 

little or no cost by Member Society representatives.  

 

World Allergy Week will enable Member Societies to participate in a coordinated fashion on the day or 

days during the designated week that best suit your local needs. As an annual event, consistency with 

the timing of World Allergy Week each year will be maintained; however, WAO will re-evaluate the 

exact dates on an annual basis to ensure that the event does not clash with major holidays or 

international allergy congresses. 

 

This year WAO welcomes your participation in any of the following recommended World Allergy Week 

activities at the national level:  

 

� Translate the news release and disseminate it nationally, with details of two or three society 

representatives, available to speak about Allergy as a Global Public Health Concern to the 

local and national media during World Allergy Week 2011. (The news release should be 

embargoed until 4 April 2011.) 
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� Conduct media events. For example, host a news conference, or contact television and radio 

stations and ask them to host World Allergy Week 2011 interviews with local allergy specialists. 

 

� Use the WAO White Book on Allergy as a resource, as needed; for example, if your society 

submitted an individual report, you may wish to use this to highlight the need for local allergy 

patient services and to take the opportunity to reference the full publication to your members, 

the public, health planners, politicians, universities, private health funders and your national 

Department of Health – with your society’s endorsement. The WAO White Book on Allergy 2011-

2012: Executive Summary is now available at 

http://www.worldallergy.org/publications/wao_white_book.pdf, and the complete publication 

will be released soon.  

 

� Link to the World Allergy Week 2011 section on the WAO website and to the WAO White Book 

on Allergy 2011-2012: Executive Summary from your society’s homepage and also highlight 

these resources in your member communications. 

 

� Please send us your ideas for promotions or activities that have been successful for your 

society.   

 

Thank you very much for your valuable feedback in developing this initiative. We also want to thank 

the World Allergy Week Steering Committee and WAO Communications Council members for their 

enthusiastic support for World Allergy Week and their leadership in developing the concept based on 

suggestions from WAO Member Societies. Please feel free to contact Sofia Dorsano, staff liaison to the 

Communications Council, at sdorsano@worldallergy.org with any questions or suggestions regarding 

World Allergy Week 2011 activities.  

 

All the best, 

 

Dick, and Marek 

 

 

Richard F. Lockey    

President, World Allergy Organization 

 

Marek L. Kowalski 

Chair, WAO Communications Council 

 

 

 


